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Elizabeth Odell is a third year
Environmental Resources
Engineering student at Cal Poly
Humboldt. After graduating, she
hopes to have a career that
contributes to finding sustainable
solutions to climate related issues.
She has research experience through
Schatz Energy Research Center and
the Colorado School of Mines and will
be working on a water resources
research project this summer in the
Peruvian Andes. She is on
Humboldt’s NCAA triathlon team
and is an officer for the cycling club.
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Angel Ortiz successfully graduated
from Cal Poly Humboldt with a
bachelor's degree in Environmental
Resources Engineering and a minor
in Native American Studies: Law and
Policy. Her career goal is to work as
an engineer in river restoration and
to collaborate with local Indigenous
tribes to include various
perspectives and types of
knowledge when working in the
environment. Now that she
graduated, she is applying to small
engineering firms to work as a
hydraulics engineer.

The School of Engineering is proud to
introduce sixteen outstanding
scholarship recipients. These recipients
are being awarded from the following
scholarships:  

SHN Marty Lay 
Award 

Thanks to the generous support of our
donors, these students have received
nearly $12,000 to support their
continued success. While the students
highlighted here are truly amazing, we
have many more students who are
deserving of recognition. Our
engineering community is thriving and
we are honored to support all
engineering students who will lead the
way into our future.

Kyle Wolfe is a senior student
studying Environmental Resources
Engineering at Cal Poly Humboldt
concentrating his studies on energy
resources. Kyle is passionate about
sustainable energy and is currently
working towards an engineering
career in energy efficiency and
renewable energy systems. This
summer, he will be working with an
engineering firm in the Bay Area that
conducts building energy analyses
for some of the largest companies in
Silicon Valley.
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Aidan Wilson
Aidan is a first-generation student
who grew up in Humboldt County. He
recently graduated from Cal Poly
Humboldt where he studied
Environmental Resources
Engineering. His goal now is to pursue
a career in water and wastewater
treatment. His desire to join this field
comes from growing up near the
Mattole River and learning about his
father’s work as a wastewater
operator in Shelter Cove. Aidan has
also worked as mentor to other
students within the program and
enjoys supporting his community. 

Natalie is a first-generation Chicana
whose family immigrated to the
United States from Michoacán. She
graduated with a bachelor’s in
Environmental Resources
Engineering in the spring of 2023 and
will return this fall for a master’s in
Engineering and Community
Practice. Her desire to pursue a
career in engineering spurs from her
determination to protect people of
color, indigenous, immigrant, and
low-income communities that are
disproportionately affected by
harmful environmental factors.
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Minh Truong

Robert W.
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Minh is a senior Environmental
Resources Engineering student at Cal
Poly Humboldt. Minh is passionate
about protecting the environment
and finding innovative solutions to
the world's energy challenges. His
primary interest lies in wind energy,
which he believes is a promising and
sustainable power source for the
future. After graduation, Minh's
career goal is to work in the wind
energy field. He is a part of the
Renewable Energy Student Union
and Archery clubs, and has achieved
bronze, silver, and gold certificates.  

http://www.humboldt.edu/~ere_dept/student_life/award_homer_arnold.html
http://www.humboldt.edu/~ere_dept/student_life/award_roscoe_schenler.html
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Grace Johnson studied at Cal Poly
Humboldt and graduated with a
bachelor's degree in Environmental
Resources Engineering. Her career
goal is to become a professional
engineer working with water. She is
passionate about water accessibility
and dreams to bring clean drinking
water to areas that don't have
access or treatment for it. In her free
time she tutors for engineering
classes and especially enjoys helping
with computer programming. 

Ben Hung is a Junior in Cal Poly
Humboldt's Environmental
Resources Engineering bachelor's
degree program. His goal is to
become a professional engineer, and
his professional interests include
renewable energy, potable water and
wastewater engineering, and
environmental restoration and
management. He is also pursuing
minors in GIS and Physics. He is the
Treasurer of Cal Poly Humboldt's
Aviation Club, and would love to find
a professional pathway that merges
engineering with GIS and aviation.

Jayde is from McKinleyville, CA and
is graduating from the ERE program
in fall of 2023. She enjoys
backpacking and hobbies that
involve making things with her hands
(such as woodworking, sewing,
ceramics, and leatherworking). She
has made many things over the years
like a chessboard, clothing, a leather
belt, and a pair of slippers.  She is
honored to be a part of the ERE
community.

Romel Robinson graduated from Cal
Poly Humboldt in the spring of 2023
with a bachelor's degree in
Environmental Resources
Engineering. He is now pursuing a
master's degree in Engineering and
Community Practice. Romel's career
goal is to develop underserved
communities through engineering
practices and teach engineering as a
college professor. He has participated
in Division II Track & Field, as well as
worked as a substitute teacher. In the
summer, he plans to work as a
Student- Researcher at Redwood
Energy Authority in Arcata. 
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Valerie Keody is a Junior at Cal Poly
Humboldt pursuing a bachelor’s
degree in Environmental Resources
Engineering. She is a Treasurer for
both the Society of Women
Engineers and the Environmental
Resources Engineering Student
Association.

Lacey is a third-year student at Cal
Poly Humboldt pursuing a bachelor’s
degree in Environmental Resources
Engineering. She’s from Sacramento,
CA, loves reading in her free time,
and is the current president of the
Society of Women Engineers. She is a
student assistant for ENGR 115 and
loves being able to meet and interact
with the new students in the
program.

Tatiana Gamboa is living proof that
anyone can do anything with a
strong community and resilience.
Her indomitable personality has
gotten her this far, 7 years in school
with 2 more to go. She just wants
everyone to be happy and have fun.
Therefore, she will be participating in
fulfilling activities with her friends
this summer. She’d like for you to hit
her up for cool resources and/or a
dancing buddy. 
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During the summer before his last
semester at Cal Poly Humboldt,
Jacob Rivera was hired as an intern in
SHN's civil department. After
graduating in December 2022, he
was hired as a staff engineer. While
gaining a wide range of skills and
experiences, Jacob is setting his
sights on obtaining his PE as soon as
possible and becoming the best civil
engineer he can be to serve his local
Humboldt community.
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Jacoby Taylor completed his degree
in Environmental Resources
Engineering with a minor in
mathematics. While performing
exceptionally well in his courses, he
has served half that time as an
embedded tutor in multiple
engineering courses and worked at
the Campus Center for Appropriate
Technology. He has also worked as a
hydrologic technician and researcher
for the US Geological Survey for the
last two years. Jacoby is now working
as a water resources and hydraulic
engineer in Sacramento. 
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Claire graduated in the spring of 2023
with a bachelor's degree in
Environmental Resources
Engineering. She transferred from
Chico State and has focused her time
on water resources. After graduation
she hopes to pursue a PE and work in
hydraulics or restoration engineering.

http://www.humboldt.edu/~ere_dept/student_life/award_roscoe_schenler.html
http://www.humboldt.edu/~ere_dept/student_life/award_homer_arnold.html

